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The Pattaya Trip Cost Guide
2026 edition

What a Pattaya trip actually costs, in baht, with every price checked against the source it came from. Room
rates for 130 hotels by area, the new baht-bus fare, the Koh Larn ferry, entry prices, food, and three worked
budgets you can copy.

Prices verified September 2026

Fares and entry prices change. The live version of every number in this guide is kept at

Before you start

This guide exists because the question we get asked most is not "what should I see in Pattaya" but "what is this
going to cost me". Every figure here is either a posted price we checked in person or online in September
2026, or a rate pulled from a live booking search for December stay dates. Where a price is a range, the range
is what people actually pay, not the number a tout quotes.

Three things to know about the numbers. First, hotel rates are before tax: most Pattaya hotels add 7% VAT
and a 10% service charge at checkout, so add roughly 17% to any room rate you see here. Second, everything
is in Thai baht. The baht has traded between roughly 832 and B36 to the US dollar over the past two years;
divide by 33 for a quick estimate and check a live rate before you fly. Third, the cheapest option is not always
listed first. Where the cheapest option is also the one that goes wrong most often, we say so.

Prices go stale. The baht-bus fare in this guide changed in April 2026 after fifteen years at 810. When
something else moves, the correction goes on first. If you downloaded this more than six
months ago, check there before you budget.

Disclosure. Some links in this guide go to Klook, a booking site. If you book through them, PattayaThailand.org
earns a small commission and you pay the same price. We only link tours and tickets we would book
ourselves, and we tell you when the walk-up price is better.

If you would rather have the numbers as a calculator, the on the site does the
arithmetic for your dates, group size and style, and shows the rooms that fit your ceiling.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/guide-updates
https://www.pattayathailand.org/guide-updates
https://www.pattayathailand.org/pattaya-trip-cost
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The short answer

For two people sharing a room, four nights, doing the things most first visits do (a Koh Larn day, the
Sanctuary of Truth, an evening on Walking Street), here is what the trip costs on the ground, not counting
flights.

Backpack — room ceiling: 81,000 - food per person per day: 8320 - four nights for two: 88,200 - per person per
day: about 81,030

Standard — room ceiling: 82,400 - food per person per day: B700 - four nights for two: 816,300 - per person
per day: about 82,040

Comfort — room ceiling: 86,000 - food per person per day: B1,500 - four nights for two: 833,000 - per person
per day: about 84,120

The full working for each of those, line by line, is in the sample budgets chapter near the end. The rest of this
guide is what goes into them: where the money goes and where it does not need to.

Two rules of thumb hold across all three styles. Accommodation is the only cost that varies by more than a
factor of two between areas, so choosing the area is the biggest budgeting decision you will make. And
transport is close to free if you use the baht bus and expensive if you use anything else; a couple taking Grab
everywhere spends more on rides in four days than a backpacker spends on food.

Getting to Pattaya

From Suvarnabhumi airport

Pattaya is about 150 km southeast of Bangkok, and the airport is on the right side of the city, so you do not
need to go into Bangkok at all.

Airport bus (Roong Reuang) — fare: 8162 per person - time: about 2 hours - notes: departures spread through
the day, roughly every two hours; drops at Jomtien bus station, not the centre

Shared van, booked online — fare: from about B300 per person - time: 2 to 2.5 hours - notes: hotel drop-off in
Pattaya; book ahead

Metered taxi from the rank — fare: 81,399 to 81,699 - time: 1.5 to 2.5 hours - notes: fixed transfer including
tolls; use the official rank on level 1, not anyone who approaches you
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Grab — fare: 81,200 to B1,500 - time: 1.5 to 2.5 hours - notes: order from the app pickup zone; price includes
tolls

For a group of three or four the taxi and the airport bus cost about the same per person, and the taxi takes
you to the door. Solo travellers on a budget should take the bus and then a baht bus or Grab from Jomtien
station. If you want the door-to-door option without the taxi rank, the

books to a fixed time and picks up at the airport.

From Bangkok city

Roong Reuang coaches run from Ekkamai (Eastern) bus terminal for B148 and from Mo Chit for B158, taking
two to two and a half hours and arriving at the Pattaya bus terminal on North Pattaya Road. There is also a
train: the daily third-class service is B30 and takes close to four hours, and the weekend air-conditioned
express (train 998) is 8170 in about two and a half hours. The train is a nice ride, not a fast one.

Entry rules that changed this month

Visa-free stay is now 30 days, not 60. From 15 September 2026 Thailand cut the visa exemption for most
nationalities, including the US, UK, EU and Australia, from 60 days to 30. A one-time 30-day extension is
available at the immigration office for about B1,900. Older blog posts and guidebooks still say 60. Every arrival
also needs the free Thailand Digital Arrival Card (TDAC), completed online within 72 hours before you land;
you will be asked for the QR code.

Where to stay, and what each area costs

These rates come from a search of 130 Pattaya properties for December stay dates, the start of high season,
taken in September 2026. They are the nightly rate before tax and fees. Low season (May to October) typically
runs 20 to 40% cheaper, and the week between Christmas and New Year runs higher. For each area: how far it
is from the centre, how many rooms were in the sample, and the cheapest, median and priciest nightly rate.

South Pattaya — distance: centre - rooms: 14 - cheapest: 8381 - median: B1,629 - priciest: 89,222

Koh Larn (island) — distance: by ferry - rooms: 10 - cheapest: 81,270 - median: B1,747 - priciest: 84,248
Jomtien Beach — distance: 4.6 km - rooms: 16 - cheapest: B570 - median: 81,914 - priciest: 825,000
Central Pattaya — distance: O to 1.3 km - rooms: 26 - cheapest: 8637 - median: 82,301 - priciest: 9,961

Pratumnak Hill — distance: 1.4 km - rooms: 9 - cheapest: B726 - median: 83,645 - priciest: B18,560


https://www.klook.com/activity/84771-bus-transfer-between-bangkok-and-pattayas/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/84771-bus-transfer-between-bangkok-and-pattayas/?aid=124620
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Pattaya Beach Road — distance: centre - rooms: 15 - cheapest: 8778 - median: B3,660 - priciest: 829,542
Na Jomtien — distance: 10.6 km - rooms: 6 - cheapest: B1,408 - median: 85,083 - priciest: 820,400

Bang Saray — distance: 17.2 km - rooms: 6 - cheapest: 8736 - median: 85,609 - priciest: 836,000
Walking Street — distance: centre - rooms: 4 - cheapest: 81,232 - median: 86,784 - priciest: 812,905
North Pattaya — distance: 1to 2 km - rooms: 10 - cheapest: 81,081 - median: B7,371 - priciest: 818,792
Naklua / Wong Amat — distance: 2 km - rooms: 5 - cheapest: B675 - median: B11,285 - priciest: 821,711

How to read that list

South Pattaya and Jomtien are where the genuine sub-B81,000 rooms are. Jomtien has the beach and a slower
pace; South Pattaya has Walking Street and the pier within walking distance. covers the
trade-off in detail.

Central Pattaya has the most stock and the most choice at every price, which is why its median sits in the
middle. It is the safe default if you have not been before.

Pratumnak Hill is the quiet, slightly upmarket hill between Pattaya and Jomtien. Good value for what you get,
but you will use the baht bus or Grab to go anywhere.

Beach Road, North Pattaya and Naklua are where the big resorts are. The medians are pulled up by four- and
five-star properties; there are cheap rooms in each, just fewer of them. is the calmest beachfront in
town.

Bang Saray and Na Jomtien are a different holiday: quiet beaches 10 to 17 km south, resort prices, and you will
want a car or a scooter.

Rooms that scored well without costing much

From the same search: properties with a guest score of 8.5 or better from at least 300 reviews, cheapest first.
Scores are the booking site's ten-point guest rating.

Baan Hinwong — area: Bang Saray - score: 8.6 - reviews: 631 - per night: B736

The Light House Resort — area: Koh Larn - score: 9.2 - reviews: 326 - per night: 81,534


https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/jomtien-beach
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/naklua-beach
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Le Nara Residence — area: Jomtien Beach - score: 8.7 - reviews: 1,225 - per night: 81,540

Condo Express View Talay 6 — area: Pattaya Beach Road - score: 8.7 - reviews: 1,442 - per night: 81,860
Sunny Beach Residence — area: Jomtien Beach - score: 8.5 - reviews: 369 - per night: 81,953

Sabai Sabana — area: North Pattaya - score: 8.5 - reviews: 5,182 - per night: 82,033

Acqua Hotel — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.7 - reviews: 9,775 - per night: 82,303

LK President — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.5 - reviews: 8,104 - per night: 3,010

The Monttra Pattaya — area: Pratumnak Hill - score: 8.8 - reviews: 1,659 - per night: 83,645

Holiday Inn Express Pattaya Central — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.6 - reviews: 5,998 - per night: B3,657
Royal Prince Resort Pattaya — area: Pratumnak Hill - score: 9.1 - reviews: 1,245 - per night: 84,151
Under B1,000 and still rated 8 or better

Sleep Owl Jomtien — area: Jomtien Beach - score: 8.4 - reviews: 616 - per night: B570

Chaiyapoon Inn — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.3 - reviews: 976 - per night: 8637

D.D. Inn Beach Guesthouse — area: Dongtan Beach - score: 8.0 - reviews: 218 - per night: B668

Red Balcony Hotel — area: Pattaya Beach Road - score: 8.0 - reviews: 863 - per night: B778

crystal suites pattaya — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.2 - reviews: 878 - per night: B812

Robin's Nest Guesthouse — area: Central Pattaya - score: 8.1 - reviews: 468 - per night: 8870

Z by Zing Hotel — area: Jomtien Beach - score: 8.4 - reviews: 2,987 - per night: B880

Blue Garden Resort Pattaya — area: South Pattaya - score: 8.2 - reviews: 1,503 - per night: 8940

Rates move daily, so treat these as a starting shortlist rather than a quote. The and the
on the site are updated more often than this PDF, and the filters the full list by your
budget.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/pattaya-hotels-price-guide
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/cheap-hotels-in-pattaya
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/cheap-hotels-in-pattaya
https://www.pattayathailand.org/pattaya-trip-cost
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Getting around

The baht bus (songthaew)

The blue pick-up trucks with two benches in the back are Pattaya's public transport. They run fixed loops:
down Beach Road, back up Second Road, and out to Jomtien and Naklua. You flag one, get in the back, press
the buzzer when you want off, and pay the driver through the window.

The fare is B15, or B20 on the longer Jomtien and Naklua runs. It went up from B10 on 10 April 2026, the first
increase in years. Anything you read that says B10 is out of date; anyone who asks you for 850 for a ride down
Beach Road is not.

The one rule that saves you money: do not ask the driver anything before you get in. The moment you ask
"how much to X" or name a destination, the driver can treat the ride as a private charter and quote B100 to
B200 or more. If the truck is going your way, get in and pay B15 when you get out. If you actually want a
charter (say, five of you to Nong Nooch), agree the price first and it is often cheaper than two Grabs.

Grab, Bolt and motorbike taxis

Grab works well in Pattaya. Expect B80 to B150 for a ride within town and 8150 to B250 for longer runs such
as Central Pattaya to Na Jomtien. Bolt is usually a little cheaper on the same route. Motorbike taxis, the
drivers in numbered vests at street corners, are B40 to B100 depending on distance and are the fastest way
through Second Road traffic at 6 pm; agree the price before you get on.

Renting a scooter

Automatic scooters rent for about B200 to B300 a day, less by the week. Three cautions. Your travel insurance
almost certainly does not cover you without a motorcycle licence and an International Driving Permit. Police
checkpoints on Second Road and the Sukhumvit fine riders without a helmet or licence, typically 8500 to
81,000. And photograph the bike, every panel, before you ride away; damage disputes on return are the most
common complaint we hear.

Walking

The centre is more walkable than it looks. Bali Hai Pier to the Walking Street arch is 905 metres, about ten
minutes. Beach Road end to end is just under three kilometres. Jomtien is not walkable from the centre in the
heat; take the 820 baht bus. has the routes and what is where.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/walking-street-pattaya

The Pattaya Trip Cost Guide 2026

Koh Larn: the day trip everyone takes

Koh Larn is the island 7 km off Pattaya with the beaches that Pattaya Beach is not. Almost everyone goes, and
almost everyone overpays for the same day the first time. The full breakdown is in our
and ; here is the money version.

Public ferry, each way — price: B30 - notes: from Bali Hai Pier to Na Baan or Tawaen pier, 40 to 45 minutes;
buy at the pier window, not from anyone outside it

Speedboat charter — price: 81,500 to 83,500 - notes: whole boat, 15 minutes; worth it for a group of six, a trap
for a couple

Island songthaew, pier to beach — price: B40 to B70 per person - notes: motorbike taxis charge about the
same

Motorbike rental on the island — price: about B300 a day - notes: same licence and helmet rules as the
mainland

Beach lounger — price: B100 - notes: for the day, usually with an umbrella

Lunch on the beach — price: 8150 to 8300 per person - notes: slightly above mainland prices; the seafood is
the point

Snorkel gear or a banana boat — price: 8100 to B400 - notes: negotiable; more at Tawaen than at Samae or
Tien

The last public ferry back leaves around 17:30. Miss it and you are paying for a speedboat charter or a room on
the island. Leave your beach by 16:45; the island songthaew does not hurry.

A do-it-yourself Koh Larn day therefore costs about B500 to B80O per person including the ferry, transport
on the island, a lounger and lunch. It is the cheapest good day out in Pattaya.

The organised alternative is a , which bundles hotel pickup, the boat
both ways, snorkelling and lunch, or the cheaper that covers just the crossing and a
few hours on the beach. They cost more than doing it yourself and less than a private speedboat, and they
solve the last-ferry problem for you. If you want to combine the island with the Sanctuary of Truth in one
long day, the does both.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/koh-larn-travel-cost
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/koh-larn-ferry
https://www.klook.com/activity/43117-water-activity-koh-larn/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/11424-pattaya-to-koh-larn-half-day-tour-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/92322-sanctuary-truth-koh-larn-pattaya-join-day-tour/?aid=124620
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Food and drink

Pattaya is cheap to eat in if you eat Thai, and no cheaper than home if you eat Western. These are posted
prices from the places we actually use.

Som tam (papaya salad) — price: B70 to B100 - where: street stalls, market food courts

Pad thai, fried rice, noodle soup — price: B80 to B120 - where: street and shophouse restaurants

Grilled whole seabass — price: 8250 to B350 - where: seafood restaurants on Jomtien and Naklua
Clams, stir-fried — price: B120 to B180 - where: same

Beer, large bottle — price: B70 to B100 - where: street bars and beer bars; supermarkets are roughly half
Cocktail — price: B150 to B300 - where: beach bars and rooftop bars

Coffee — price: B60 to B120 - where: cafés; B40 at 7-Eleven

Bottled water, 600 ml — price: B10 to B20 - where: everywhere; B50 at attractions

Western breakfast — price: 8150 to B300 - where: hotel or café

Pizza or a burger — price: B250 to B450 - where: Central Pattaya and Beach Road

Three daily food baskets

Backpack, B320 a day: som tam or noodle soup for breakfast at a market, pad thai at lunch, a plate of fried rice
and one beer at dinner. You will not go hungry.

Standard, B700 a day: a market or café breakfast, a sit-down lunch, and a grilled seabass at a seafood place for
dinner with a couple of drinks.

Comfort, B1,500 a day: hotel breakfast, a beach-club lunch on Jomtien, and a full seafood dinner with clams,
prawns and wine or cocktails.

The single biggest food saving is where you eat breakfast. Hotel breakfasts in Pattaya are often B250 to 8400
when not included in the rate; the market two streets away will feed you for B60.
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Attractions and what they cost

Posted prices at the gate, checked September 2026. Where booking online is cheaper or avoids a queue, we
say so.

Sanctuary of Truth — entry: B500 - hours: 08:00 to 18:00 - notes: the all-teak carved temple in Naklua; the one
thing in Pattaya nobody calls a tourist trap; go before 9 am

Nong Nooch Tropical Garden — entry: 8280 garden, B560 with shows - hours: daytime - notes: 20 km south;
budget half a day plus transport

Big Buddha, Wat Phra Yai — entry: free - hours: daylight - notes: short climb from Pratumnak; best just before
sunset

Pattaya Floating Market — entry: B200 - hours: daytime - notes: more if you eat your way along the boardwalk,
which is the point

Koh Larn — entry: B30 ferry each way - hours: last boat about 17:30 - notes: cheapest good day out; see the
previous chapter

Jet ski, 30 minutes — entry: B700 to 81,000 - hours: beach hours - notes: photograph existing scratches before
you ride; damage claims are the classic Pattaya scam

Parasailing — entry: 8300 to B800 - hours: beach hours - notes: price depends on the beach and your haggling

Cabaret shows (Tiffany's, Alcazar) — entry: varies by seat - hours: evening - notes: online tickets are cheaper
than the door and let you pick the seat block

The three attractions worth booking before you arrive are the ,

and a ; all three sell on Klook with mobile tickets, so you show your
phone at the gate. For the shows, and the are both a short baht-bus ride up
Second Road. Our has the full list, including the free ones.

Nightlife on a budget

Walking Street is free to walk, and a lot of people spend nothing there beyond a beer. A large bottle at a street
bar is B70 to B100; the same bottle inside a club is B150 to 8250, and some clubs charge an entry fee that
includes a drink. Buying drinks for staff, the "lady drink", is 8150 to B300 each and is how bars make money; it
is optional, and the friendliest way to decline is to say you are just having one. Bar bills in Pattaya are paid at
the end from a cup on your table; check it before you pay. covers the rest.


https://www.klook.com/activity/1109-the-sanctuary-of-truth-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/335-nong-nooch-tropical-garden-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/335-nong-nooch-tropical-garden-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/43117-water-activity-koh-larn/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/336-tiffanys-show-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.klook.com/activity/2321-alcazar-cabaret-pattaya/?aid=124620
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/best-things-to-do-in-pattaya
https://www.pattayathailand.org/post/walking-street-pattaya
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A realistic evening out, three or four drinks and a late snack, is B600 per person at street-bar prices and
81,500 or more if you are in clubs. Soi Buakhao and the beer bars off Second Road are the cheaper version of
the same night.

Three worked budgets

Two people sharing one room, four nights, arriving on the airport bus and leaving the same way. Rooms use
the December median for the area named; food uses the baskets above; transport assumes four baht-bus
rides a day each, or two Grabs a day for the comfort budget. Airport transfers are listed separately because
they vary most.

Backpack: B8,200 for two, about B1,030 per
person per day

Room, South Pattaya or Jomtien guesthouse — 4 nights x 8900 = 83,600
Food — 4 days x 2 people x 8320 = 82,560

Baht bus — 4 days * 4 rides x 2 people x B15 = 8480

Koh Larn, do it yourself — 2 x B200 (ferry, island songthaew, lounger) = 8400
Big Buddha — free = B0

A night on Walking Street — 2 x B600 = 81,200

Total on the ground — 88,240

Plus airport bus both ways — 2 people x 2 x B162 = B648

Standard: B16,300 for two, about B2,040 per
person per day

Room, Jomtien Beach median — 4 nights x 81,914 = 87,656
Food — 4 days x 2 people x B700 = 85,600

Baht bus — 4 days x 4 rides x 2 people x B15 = B480
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Koh Larn, do it yourself — 2 x 8200 = 8400
Sanctuary of Truth — 2 x 8500 = 81,000

A night on Walking Street — 2 x 8600 = 81,200
Total on the ground — 816,336

Plus airport taxi both ways — 2 x about 81,500 = 83,000

Comfort: B33,000 for two, about B4,120 per
person per day

Room, Pattaya Beach Road median — 4 nights x 83,660 = 14,640
Food — 4 days x 2 people x 1,500 = 812,000

Grab, two trips a day — 4 days x 2 x B115 = 8920

Koh Larn, do it yourself — 2 x 8200 = 8400

Sanctuary of Truth — 2 x B500 = 81,000

Nong Nooch with shows — 2 x B560 = 81,120

Jet ski or parasailing — 2 x 8850 = 81,700

A night on Walking Street — 2 x B600 = 81,200

Total on the ground — 832,980

Plus airport taxi both ways — 2 x about 81,500 = 83,000

Add about 17% to the room lines for VAT and service charge if your booking shows rates before tax. And
remember the room line is the one you control: swap the Beach Road median for a well-rated 81,500 room in
Jomtien and the comfort budget drops by 88,600 without changing anything you do all day. The

lets you make exactly that swap and see the total move.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/pattaya-trip-cost
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Where first-timers overspend

The baht-bus charter. Asking the driver "how much to Jomtien" turns a
B20 ride into a B150 one. Get in, sit down, pay when you get out.

Airport touts. Anyone who approaches you in the arrivals hall offering a
"taxi to Pattaya" will charge two to three times the rank price. Walk to
the official taxi rank or the bus counter.

ATM fees. Thai ATMs charge foreign cards a fee of about B220 per
withdrawal on top of whatever your bank charges, so take out larger
amounts less often, and decline the machine's offer to convert to your
home currency (its rate is worse). Exchange booths in town give better
rates than the airport.

Jet-ski damage claims. Photograph the machine from every side,
including underneath the hull, before you ride, with the operator in the
shot. It is the one Pattaya scam that still catches careful people.

Hotel breakfast. If it is not included, B250 to B400 a head. The market is
B6O.

Attraction water. B50 for a bottle that is B10 at 7-Eleven. Carry one.

The wrong area. Booking in North Pattaya for the beach and then
spending every evening in South Pattaya means two rides a night.
Decide where you will actually spend your evenings, then book near it.
Speedboats for two. A B2,500 charter to Koh Larn for a couple is 81,250
each for a crossing the ferry does for B30.
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Before you fly: the money checklist

Complete the Thailand Digital Arrival Card online within 72 hours of
landing and save the QR code to your phone.

Check the current visa-free allowance for your passport (30 days for
most nationalities since 15 September 2026).

Book the first night somewhere central; you can move once you know
which end of town you like.

Install Grab and Bolt before you land; both need a working phone
number to register.

Bring one card with no foreign-transaction fee and enough cash for the
first day, or plan one large ATM withdrawal at the airport.

Save the baht-bus fare in your head: B15, or B20 to Jomtien. Have coins
ready.

Screenshot this guide's attraction prices; phone signal at Bali Hai Pier is
fine, but you will not want to look things up in the sun.

Bookmark for anything that has changed since this
edition.

Keep reading on Pattayalhailand.org

Everything in this guide comes from pages on the site that are updated more often than a PDF can be. These
are the ones that pair with each chapter.


https://www.pattayathailand.org/guide-updates
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. — the calculator version of this guide, with live
room filters.

. — arrival, areas, what to expect.

. and

. : and — the three beaches
compared.

. , and

. and

. and

. — when the rates in this guide go up and down.

Sources and verification

Baht-bus fare: Pattaya city announcement of the B815/B20 fare effective 10 April 2026, reported by Pattaya
Mail and The Pattaya News. Hotel rates: booking-site search of 130 Pattaya properties for December 2026 stay
dates, taken September 2026, nightly rate before tax; guest scores and review counts as published. Koh Larn
ferry: posted fare at the Bali Hai Pier ticket window. Attraction entry prices: as posted at each attraction's
gate or official site, September 2026. Airport and Bangkok transport fares: Roong Reuang Coach posted fares
and the Suvarnabhumi taxi-rank fixed transfer, September 2026. Visa exemption and TDAC: Royal Gazette
notice effective 15 September 2026 and the Thai Immigration Bureau TDAC portal. Food and drink: posted
menu prices at the venues named, September 2026.

Corrections and updates: . If you find a price that has moved,
tell us through the site and we will update the page and the next edition.

© 2026 PattayaThailand.org. Free to share unchanged. Not for resale.
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